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not even think about it, or care what lies
behind the hill or across the river.

Now of course I do not mean that people
can or should play fast and loose with life,
throw up a task or a position the moment
they are bored with it, be at the mercy of
moods. I am speaking here solely of the
possible adventures of mind and soul; it is
good, wholesome, invigorating, to be tied to
a work in life, to have to discharge it whether
one likes it or no, through indolence and
disinclination, through depression and rest-
lessness. But we ought not to be immured
among conventions and received opinions.
We ought to ask ourselves why we believe
what we take for granted, and even if we
do really believe it at all. We ought not
to condemn people who do not move along
the same lines of thought; we ought to
change our minds a good deal, not out of
mere levity, but because of experience. We
ought not to think too much of the import-
ance of what we are doing, and still less ol
the importance of what we have done ; we
ought to find a common ground on which to
meet distasteful people; we ought to labour
hard against self-pity as well as against
self-applause; we ought to feel that if we